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• 381 skills, 185 knowledge concepts, 5 transversal skills considered 
as most relevant for a greener labour market

• Examples of green skills:
- How to conduct energy audits 
- How to measure the sustainability of tourism activities
- How to train staff on recycling programmes

• Further information found at ESCO portal 

• ESCO - European Skills, Competences, Qualifications and 
Occupations, which is the European multilingual classification of 
Skills, Competences and Occupations. 

New taxonomy of skills for the green 
transition  
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• Active communication with representatives from labour market
• Professionals need flexible learning formats to work and study in 

parallel or to study at workplace
• To consider a balance between work and family life
• A balanced curricula between theory and practice, university 

programmes are research- and evidence-based
• To ensure proper new learning programmes where green skills 

integrated
• Scarcity of ready-made teachers on green competences, to motivate 

and train teachers 
• Combined learning – f2f, online, video, paper, self-learning
• University as an organisational showcase for sustainability 

throughout teaching, research and societal activities

Challenges of universities in upskilling and reskilling
for green transition
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• eucen’s vision statement:
o ULLL to empower futures through the provision of inclusive, 

flexible and equitable LLL opportunities for all

• eucen’s mission statement:
o To inspire ULLL through the development and dissemination 

of cutting-edge practice and research among our members 
in order to create transformational and equitable impact that 
contributes to sustainable development

Why we are here?  
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• Sustainability – prioritising the needs of all life forms and of the 
planet by ensuring that human activity does not exceed planetary 
boundaries (GreenComp).

• Sustainability competence – empowers learners to embody 
sustainability values, and embrace complex systems, in order to 
take or request action that restores and maintains ecosystem 
health and enhances justice, generating visions for sustainable 
futures (GreenComp).  

• Interconnectedness of economy, society and environment and 
problem-oriented learning 

• Getting familiar with the context make people more aware and 
packed up by useful knowledge and practices à
reskilling and upskilling

• Some statistics: eco-innovation and green skills à

Why LLL has to contribute to sustainability?
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Eco-Innovation Index  
2024:

• Eco-innovation combines 
reduced negative impact 
on the environment with a 
positive impact on the 
economy and society.

• Super - Spain acts at EU 
level

• Very good in Spain: eco-
innovation related 
academic publications, 
material productivity, GHG 
productivity; more 
challenges in: eco-
innovation related patents, 
water productivity 
(GDP/total fresh water 
abstraction), governments 
environmental and energy 
R&D appropriations and 
outlay  
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A question to ChatGPT: “Persoona who carries all 
green skills and sustainability values”
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What we do during eucen Autumn Seminar?

• Two keynote speeches:
- How the European Education Area support the green transition? 

Stefaan HERMANS
- Delivering advanced skills for the green transition: upskilling and 

reskilling in higher education. Simon ROY
• Dialogue Researcher-Practitioner: How is our research fed into our 

practices at ULLL level? Gemma TEJEDOR-PAPELL & Shannon 
KOBRAN 

• Short poster presentations
• Panel discussion: Skills for a greener future – the role of the Lifelong 

Learning community. David GOMEZ i MAUREL, Shannon KOBRAN, 
Magí LLUCH-ARIET, Annemieke VAN BARNEVELD-BIESMA 

• Parallel sessions:
- Group ‘A’: Recognition of prior learning (RPL) as a powerful tool 

for inclusion
- Group ‘B’: Education and design for green skills 

• World Café: Exploring key aspects of sustainability and green skills in 
a dynamic and active way

• Open floor for discussions, networking, lunch and dinner
• Get together again!
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• Let’s listen and act

• Let’s share useful practices

• Let’s co-create and co-design 
new things

• Let’s contribute to eucen
Position Paper

• Let your other work in home 
waiting for you back J
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katrin.mannik@tlu.ee

Let’s start!

www.eucen.eu

Projects
Conferences
Seminars
Networking
Resources
Publications


