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Offer all students the opportunity to study
environmental sustainability, either within or outside the 
examined curriculum.

• Ensure courses with core and optional sustainability content are easily identifiable.
• The Education Committee will encourage and monitor existing degree programmes’ 

development of further environmental sustainability streams in the core 
curriculum.

• Consider and support new courses related to interdisciplinary environmental and 
social sustainability questions.

• Extend existing opportunities for extra-curricular study of environmental 
sustainability, internship programmes and short courses to all students.

• https://sustainability.admin.ox.ac.uk/environmental-sustainability-strategy
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Vice-Chancellor’s Oration 2023

• Now let me turn to new learning opportunities for our 
students: I spoke during my admission speech about 
the de-skilling that British students experience due to 
the ‘great divide’ that A-level choices brings when it 
comes to humanities versus STEM. I am pleased to 
announce that we will be launching, in Hilary term, 
the Vice-Chancellor’s Colloquium, an experiment in 
helping students learn from each other across the 
divide. This pilot, non-compulsory course, being 
currently developed in collaboration with Continuing 
Education and colleagues from across divisions and 
colleges will allow undergraduates from STEM, 
humanities and social sciences backgrounds to come 
together to enhance their critical thinking, 
communication, numeracy and data analysis skills. 
Building on the success and popularity of our student-
led Oxford School of Climate Change, we’ve decided to 
make climate the unifying theme of the pilot 
colloquium.
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Programme Elements
• Theme: Climate Change

• Keynote Lectures: Delivered by senior Oxford academics from 
diverse disciplines, these lectures address significant questions 
related to the annual theme, providing varied academic 
perspectives.

• Interdisciplinary Group Discussions/Activities: Hosted by 
Oxford Colleges, these sessions involve small group discussions 
and activities facilitated by trained doctoral teaching assistants, 
focusing on skill development and thematic exploration.

• Interdisciplinary Projects: Students collaborate in small, diverse 
groups to identify local issues related to climate change and 
propose interdisciplinary solutions, integrating insights from 
lectures and discussions.

• Panel and Celebration: The programme culminates in a 
celebratory event featuring a panel discussion with the Vice-
Chancellor and presentations of group projects, with funding 
opportunities for selected projects to continue their work.

• Summer Micro-Internships: Participants may engage in micro-
internships to further develop their projects, aligning with the 
University's goals for local and global engagement and 
environmental sustainability.



Skills Development Focus:

•Numeracy and Data Analysis: Enhancing the 
ability to interpret and utilize data effectively in 
decision-making and critical reflection.

•Critical Thinking, Curiosity, and Imagination:
Cultivating the capacity to analyze complex 
systems, question assumptions, and develop 
innovative solutions.

•Communication to Diverse Audiences: Improving 
skills in conveying complex information clearly and 
persuasively to various stakeholders.

Programme Elements



DIGITAL CERTIFICATION



Reflections

• @ to m ro c k s m ath

• Extra-curricular – opportunities, 
challenges, limitations

• Embracing interdisciplinarity / 
navigating epistemologies 

• Clarity on learning objectives –
numeracy, critical thinking, 
communication, problem-solving

• Scalability, replicability, new audiences




