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Environmental Sustainability Strategy (adopted 15 March 2021)
https://sustainability.admin.ox.ac.uk/environmental-sustainability-strategy

Two Targets
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Net zero Net gain in Both by
carbon biodiversity 2035

Four Enablers
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Offer

the opportunity to study

, either within or - the

examined curriculum.

* Ensure courses with core and optional sustainability content are easily identifiable.

* The Education Committee will encourage and monitor existing degree programmes’
deve_:lo?ment of further environmental sustainability streams in the core
curriculum.

e Consider and support new courses related to interdisciplinary environmental and
social sustainability questions.

* Extend existing opportunities for extra-curricular study of environmental
sustainability, internship programmes and short courses to all students.

https://sustainability.admin.ox.ac.uk/environmental-sustainability-strategy
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Vice-Chancellor’s Oration 2023

* Now let me turn to new learning opportunities for our
students: | spoke during my admission speech about
the de-skilling that British students experience due to
the ‘great divide’ that A-level choices brings when it
comes to humanities versus STEM. | am pleased to
announce that we will be launching, in Hilary term,
the Vice-Chancellor’s Colloquium, an experiment in
helping students learn from each other across the
divide. This pilot, non-compulsory course, being
currently developed in collaboration with Continuing
Education and colleagues from across divisions and
colleges will allow undergraduates from STEM,
humanities and social sciences backgrounds to come
together to enhance their critical thinking,
communication, numeracy and data analysis skills.
Building on the success and popularity of our student-
led Oxford School of Climate Change, we’ve decided to
make climate the unifying theme of the pilot
colloguium.
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Programme Elements
* Theme: Climate Change

* Keynote Lectures: Delivered by senior Oxford academics from
diverse disciplines, these lectures address significant questions
related to the annual theme, providing varied academic
perspectives.

* Interdisciplinary Group Discussions/Activities: Hosted by
Oxford Colleges, these sessions involve small group discussions
and activities facilitated by trained doctoral teaching assistants,
focusing on skill development and thematic exploration.

* Interdisciplinary Projects: Students collaborate in small, diverse
groups to identify local issues related to climate change and
ropose interdisciplinary solutions, integrating insights from
ectures and discussions.

* Panel and Celebration: The programme culminatesin a
celebratory event featuring a panel discussion with the Vice-
Chancellor and presentations of group projects, with funding
opportunities for selected projects to continue their work.

* Summer Micro-Internships: Participants may engage in micro-
internships to further develop their projects, aligning with the
University's goals for local and global engagement and
environmental sustainability.




Programme Elements

Climate

HILARY 2024 TERM CARD
A new interdisciplinary skills programme for undergraduates

Ski"S DeVEIOp ment Focus: from across the University of Oxford
KEYNOTES INTERDISCIPLINARY SKILLS SESSIONS
5pm, Martin Wood Lecture Theatre T N .
en colleges are hosting discussion groups led by
1ce H . tgraduate students d ks 2, 4,6 and 8.
*Numeracy and Data Analysis: Enhancing the Mook 1T ey e with Helen Jahnson i contont ok v 2146 31
1. . o1 . . (Earth Sciences) and Amanda Power (History) « numeracy and data analysis
ability to interpret and utilize data effectively in , + il thinking and curioity
« e . P . . = communicating to different audiences
decision-making and critical reflection. : —
Students will form interdisciplinary teams and
Week 3 » 31 January compete to have their projects — pitches, posters,

writing for general audiences, and creative works —
included in the student showcase with Vice-Chancellor
Irene Tracey on 22 April 2024.

Impacts of climate change with Yadvinder Malhi

Critical Thinking, Curiosity, and Imagination:
Cultivating the capacity to analyze complex

systems, question assumptions, and develop - Keble + StEdmund Hal
. . . Week 5 - 14 February = Lady Margaret Hall = StHilda's
Innovatlve SOIUtIOnS- Solutions to climate change with Myles Allen (Physics) = Merton = StHugh's

and Kate Raworth (Environmental Change Institute) Regent's Park Wadham

PARTICIPATING COLLEGES

= Christ Church = Somerville

PROJECT TEAM

Tom Crawford (@TomRocksMaths), Alice Evatt,
Bill Finnegan and Matthew Weait

Communication to Diverse Audiences: Improving
skills in conveying complex information clearly and Week 7 - 28 February

Individual and collective climate action with
Mette Morsing (Smith School) and Peter Scarborough

persuasively to various stakeholders. (Primry CareHealth Sciences

Please note, these events are only for students that have registered

The Vice-Chancellor's Colloquium is a project of the
Department for Continuing Education. For more information see

www.conted.ox.ac.uk/about/the-vice-chancellors-colloguium.
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The Vice-Chancellor's Colloquium is a unique, interdisciplinary, extra-curricular offering for all degree and award-bearing
undergraduates at the University of Oxford.

With the need for broad, creative thinking to respond to the challenges of our time, students have an exciting opportunity to
work outside of their subject of study to gain additional knowledge and skills.

This programme brings together leading Oxford academics and interdisciplinary student teams to respond to big questions about
the causes, impacts and solutions to the global climate crisis through lectures, group discussions and interdisciplinary projects.

Skills / Knowledge

Problem-solving Data analysis Critical thinking
Stakeholder communications
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Reflections

* Extra-curricular — opportunities,
challenges, limitations

* Embracing interdisciplinarity /
navigating epistemologies

e Clarity on learning objectives —
numeracy, critical thinking,
communication, problem-solving

» Scalability, replicability, new audiences







